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more than a week before he was allowed to see Emily, and
then the interview was short, and, owing to the presence
of Miss Kingsley, constrained. After a fortnight, she began
to limp about the house and garden, but Claude noticed
that he and she were never trusted alone.

The early hay-crops had been cut, and the summer
holidays were close at hand when he was told his fate.
The silence of Ms elders had been but a secret place for
scheming. In September he Was to go to school at East-
bourne. It was not a private school, neither was it a
grammar-school, but a hybrid institution, managed by a
board of directors, and paying an irregular dividend to
its preference shareholders. There Were about a hundred
boys, drawn chiefly from the trading classes. Oliver
Would not accompany him, as he was to go to the Sons of
the Clergy School at Leatherhead, where the fees were less
than half those of Hughenden House.

Claude was not particularly disappointed to find that
young Mills was no longer to share his school-days. Of
late their friendship had been struggling against a series
of quarrels and perfunctory reconciliations, and Oliver's
behaviour at Doucegrove had given a heavy blow to that
which had already been smitten. It was with very different
feelings that he heard Emily was to go to Ireland, where a
friend of Miss Kingsley's kept a school near Ballina. This
meant that she would not come home for the holidays,
unless, perhaps, at midsummer, as the journey was too
long and too expensive. The former sentence had been
judgment; this was doom, and stirred up all the revolt
and fury latent in the boy's outwardly docile nature.
There were plenty of girls' schools at Eastbourne. Why
did they not send her there ? Why should a grovelling
matter of credit and debit part him from his young mate ?
At first he had faced his future in meekness; he knew the
folly of kicking against the decrees of Fate and James.
But now his heart burned with sedition; he sulked and
scowled for the rest of the day, and the next morning, when
Ms brothers happened to allude to the subject of school,